
School holiday
recycling activity pack

Scavenger hunt inside!
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Recycling basics



Tins

Cardboard

Glass

Paper

Things to recycle
every time

Keep recycling clean, dry and
unbagged to maximise recovery

Hard/rigid plastic



Things to leave out
of your recycling bin

Contamination in your bin
can ruin your recycling

Textiles
Repurpose or donate

Broken glass
Bag in general waste bin

Leftover food
Compost or organics bin,

or general waste

Soft plastic
Dispose in general 

waste

Liquids
Remove all liquids
from containers



Next level recycling



Metal lids, clean
cardboard, empty drink

bottles and tin cans

Organics Clean soft plastics General waste

SEPARATE
each material before disposal

USE
the right bin

Recycling

Kitchen scraps and 
expired food

Wrapping/packaging 
and plastic bags

Available at selected 
supermarkets

FOGO - Food and Garden 
Organics where available, 

or compost

Coffee cups and
plastic cutlery

Dispose in general waste



Are you an Eco Champ?



Not everything can go in our yellow-lid recycling bin 
so its important to know what can and cannot. How 
do you know if something is recyclable? These
symbols help tell us if it is recyclable in our yellow
recycling at home. Read their description so you
will know which bin to put your waste in!

Find the below items in your cupboard, check the 
label and tick which items can be recycled. Not every
item has the label though! 

Box LidWrap

Return
to store

Ketchup

Peanut butter jar

Cereal

Milk

Cheese

Bread

Egg carton

Biscuit wrapper

Chips

Shampoo

Pasta sauce jar

Yogurt

Find these items in your cupboard

Total score:

CHIPS

This is
recyclable
at home

Follow
instructions
to recycle

This goes in
the rubbish

bin

Don’t forget to put the items back in their place!

Scavenger hunt
Game #1



Scavenger hunt

Check the items in your recycling bin

Count the number of recycling symbols
(The more recycling symbols the better!)

Box LidWrap

Return
to store

This is
recyclable
at home

Follow
instructions
to recycle

This goes in
the rubbish

bin

Box Wrap

Return
to store

Lid

Scavenger hunt
Game #2

Not everything can go in our yellow-lid recycling
bin so its important to know what can and
cannot. How do you know if something is
recyclable? These symbols help tell us if it is
recyclable in our yellow recycling at home.
Read their description so you will know which
bin to put your waste in!

Not all items have the label though!



 

 

Which items belong in general waste?

Aluminium
can

Used paper
napkin

Food
cling wrap

Plastic bag

Receipt paper

Bagged
recyclables

Plastic
food cutlery

Empty
noodle cup

Empty
water bottle

Broken glass

When in doubt, leave it out. Don’t risk contaminating your recycling bin.

Empty
tissue box

Greasy
pizza box



Test your knowledge
Help these eco-champs break it down for better recycling

Robbie’s favourite dip comes in plastic 

containers with a foil cover inside. 

How should he dispose of it correctly?

Plastic lid

Remove and dispose in
 general waste 

Remove and recycle

Leave on and recycle 

Container

Dispose in general waste 

Rinse and recycle

Foil

Rinse, collect with other foil
and recycle

Dispose in general waste

Recycle with container

Rachel has an expired jar of pasta 

sauce. How should Rachel dispose

of it?

Remaining pasta sauce 

Leave in jar and recycle

Compost or organics bin

Glass jar

Rinse and place in recycling bin

Dispose in general waste 

Lid 

Keep lid on and recycle 

Separate lid and recycle 

Dispose in general waste 

Label 

Remove and compost

Remove and dispose in general waste 

Leave on jar and recycle

Container

Dispose in general waste 

Rinse and recycle

Compost or organics bin

Foil cover

Rinse, collect with other foil
and recycle

Dispose in general waste

Shred and recycle

How should Jacob break down his 

yoghurt tub for disposal?
How should Shane dispose of a pizza 

box properly?

Greasy cardboard 

Rinse and recycle

Compost or organics bin

Clean cardboard

Rinse and recycle

Remove crumbs and recycle

Dispose in general waste



Find the right bin
Lead the items to the right bin

Plastic bottle

Clean soft plasticsRecycling

Aluminium can Plastic pack

Commingled bin General waste



Rags

Textiles 

Nappies

Plastic bag 

Food

Paint

Green waste

Liquids

Batteries

A B E
C K D S N K L A A E I P L A S T M C A N
G M R T K T I M S H A K D S J O F S D I
S D M F K E S D K J F S D C N A  D I N
C O M M I X H S J D A E K A J E  I M O

C           J D A E K A J A B A T T

A D   F K T G E N E R N C A L A  S A G

A D   N A P P Z K L O M E  B I O D E
P L A S T K B K O M F O G O A M F R A

 L A S T K B K O M F O G O A M F N I B

L C D K S J T E X T K A P A I S K C Y
A S T I K F O O H G E N R A L M R Z O
 O A V     H A M P C O M M

S E   G E I O R G A C D J N I B  E A N

B R   M B A T T E R M K L D F I E S O M

B R S M B A T T E R M K L D N A P P I F

R A   E C D J K G C O M M I N G J G A S

 R E E C D J K G C O M M I N G J T Y G

H E   Z A I L O R M A H J  D A E N E

C L E A I L O R M A L I Q U I F O B I X

I N   T R E C Y C L K L J  A B L K E R
S H   A L K J F A C I L A  R B V A S B

 D M F K E S D K J F S D C N D J U D

 D M F K E S D K J F S D C N D J I T

 A B G K T G E N E R N C A L W A S T
 R I  M B A T T E R M K L D F I E E N
 L K J F A C I L A D R B V A K J A R

 A C I L I           D A M M

A B   T R M E T A C J D W A S T C J A M
F I   A K L   A N  A D J

R A G S

T E X T I L E S

N A P P I E S

G R E E N W A S T E

L I Q U I D S
Answer on page 6

O D J A O W I A F K E L E

Find the contaminants
Find the contaminants in the recycling bin



Answers

Remaining pasta sauce 
Compost or organics bin

Glass jar
Rinse and place in recycling bin

Lid 
Separate lid and recycle

Label 
Leave on jar and recycle

Rachel has an expired jar of pasta sauce.
How should Rachel dispose of it?

Test your knowledge

Robbie’s favourite dip comes in plastic containers 
with a foil cover inside. How should he dispose
of it correctly?

Plastic lid
Remove and recycle

Container
Rinse and recycle

Foil 
Rinse, collect with other foil and recycle

How should Jacob break down his yoghurt tub
for disposal?

Container
Rinse and recycle

Foil cover
Rinse, collect with other foil and recycle

How should Shane dispose of a pizza box properly?

Greasy cardboard
Compost or organics bin

Clean cardboard
Remove crumbs and recycle

Plastic bottle

Find the right bin

Recycling

Find the contaminants

Aluminium can Plastic pack

(Scrunch it up with other foil into a ping pong sized ball)

(Scrunch it up with other foil into a ping pong sized ball)

General waste



 

 

kNOw WasteTM Find-a-Word 

Work out the materials of the items in the pictures to find the words hidden in the word search.  
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____  ____  ____  ____  ____  ____  ____  ____  ____  

 

Find these other words too! 

- Compost 
- Truck  
- Bin  

- Recycling  
- Rubbish
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13 13 39

Cut out, fold and play 
the knuckle game!
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Even more recycling resources

Looking for more interactive and fun
recycling resources? Here are some of
our best videos and Greenius! A super
engaging recycling learning site with 
games, quizzes and videos. Earn your Eco 
Champ certificate when you complete!

Are you a Greenius?

Visit Greenius.com.au

What to do with plastics?

1. Plastic free tips - shopping, laundry, bathroom
    and kitchen
2. Bathroom plastic minimisation and plastic audits
3. How to be plastic smart when shopping
4. Find the hidden plastic

Do you FOGO?

What goes in the FOGO bin

Are you a litter critter?

1. Bin placement
2. School Clean Up

Did you know?

1. Did you know? - Steel
2. Did you know? - Plastic bags recycling
3. Did you know? - Trees
4. Did you know? - Contamination
5. Did you know? - Aluminium foil recycling
6. Did you know? - Aluminium recycling
7. Did you know? - Electronic waste
8. Cleanaway Decomposition Cup 2017

How do you take your recycling to
the next level?

1. Don’t complicate recycling. Simply5 it!
2. How to source separate everyday items for
    better recycling
3. Can meat trays be recycled?
4. Can everything in a box of pizza be recycled?
5. How do you recycle a packet of biscuits?
6. How do you recycle a pasta sauce jar?

https://www.cleanaway.com.au/greenius/
https://youtu.be/osyp-NvwycI
https://youtu.be/osyp-NvwycI
https://youtu.be/vfRRFySALDI
https://youtu.be/mKe_PX9HZz4
https://youtu.be/g8epMHIkytE
https://youtu.be/syyaaxx3Dzw
https://youtu.be/jKH6rklZiPc
https://youtu.be/s11fhXlAGhU
https://youtu.be/prybvH27-a0
https://youtu.be/28BO6_fria8
https://youtu.be/603b9007O44
https://youtu.be/f5u9Bj6JDMQ
https://youtu.be/f2N7e0s-d7c
https://youtu.be/uducJf1li0I
https://youtu.be/BrFHqbEfPOM
https://youtu.be/5fVPDAwROIc
https://youtu.be/2xnD8Lh1DOM
https://youtu.be/3hSQiqno9TQ
https://youtu.be/3hSQiqno9TQ
https://youtu.be/GFjWOLNGQcE
https://youtu.be/3_ndQLU0m5E
https://youtu.be/bi9kF7EHaDI
https://youtu.be/JRdTXsWW3S8

