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Agenda

• Briefing for MRLCRG to discuss proposed EPA applications:

• Licence Amendment to add Asbestos Waste Codes to our Operating Licence

• Development Licence Amendment to enable screening, crushing and reuse of 

low-level PFAS impacted rock (within engineered landfill cell only)

• Consultation/discussion regarding the proposed management plans for each 

application 



Operating Licence Amendment 
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Licence Amendment – Asbestos

• Asbestos Disposal Management Plan 

released February 2021

• Identifies shortage of asbestos disposal 

locations   

• Cleanaway can provide solution through 

its wide Victorian waste collection and 

disposal network 
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Licence Amendment – Asbestos 
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The Melbourne Regional Landfill and Asbestos 

• Under Borals ownership and operation, the Melbourne Regional Landfill was licensed 

to accept asbestos waste.

• The waste code was removed when Cleanaway acquired the site in 2015.

• Cleanaway focused on improving the landfill operation by:

• Minimising offsite impacts such as odour and mud

• Improving community consultation 

• Improving overall landfill management (waste compaction, equipment 

maintenance, etc.)

• Asbestos waste is not a new waste type proposed for MRL as it has been accepted 

lawfully in the past. 

• MRLs engineered landfill cells are designed and constructed to contain this type of 

waste. 
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Licence Amendment – Asbestos Waste Codes

Cleanaway is proposing to add the following waste codes:

• Soil contaminated with asbestos (Waste code N120).

• Waste Asbestos (Waste Code N220).

• Ceramic-based fibres with physico-chemical characteristics like those of asbestos (Waste 

Code N230).

• For note: waste code N120 is CAT C soils, the engineered landfill cells are designed to 

receive this type waste. 
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Approvals and Permits to Handle Asbestos in Victoria

WorkSafe Asbestos Removal Licence

Asbestos Removal Notification

EPA Transport Certificate

Reportable Waste Transport Licence
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Uninstalled or Loose Asbestos Waste Transport

Video
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Fixed or Installed Asbestos Waste Transport
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Uninstalled or Loose Asbestos Waste Transport
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Licence Amendment – Asbestos Management Process (Pre-Approval)

Customer

Submit all required information needed to assess the proposed asbestos waste material

Technical Supervisor or Qualified Person

Review the required asbestos waste material documentation to assess if it can be received at MRL

YesNo

Technical Supervisor or Qualified Person

Approve the proposed asbestos waste 

material for disposal and provide customer 

with a Unique Job Code 

Technical Supervisor or Qualified Person

Reject the proposed asbestos waste material
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Licence Amendment – Asbestos Management Process (Post-Approval)
Customer

Give 24 hour’s notice to weighbridge and ensure asbestos is wrapped/contained appropriately 

inline with Vic Guidelines  

YesNo

Weighbridge Attendant 

Reject the load 

Non-Pre-approved Loads Pre-approved Loads 

Weighbridge Attendant 

Inspect load and check asbestos is wrapped 

or sealed appropriately 

Weighbridge Attendant 

Customer will be asked to park up and rectify any 

damaged wrapping or operations may assist in sealing 

any tears using a water cart or loads of soil. The 

customer will be notified of correct wrapping 

requirements and a three strikes rule will be imposed.

Weighbridge Attendant 

Accept load and enter it into the accepted loads 

register. Notify asbestos handling operator at 

the designated tip area of accepted load.
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Licence Amendment – Asbestos Management Process (Disposal- Activity)

Asbestos Waste Handling Operations Team 

• Prepare the landfill cell disposal area prior to delivery of any accepted loads including:

• creating a stockpile of at least 2 loads of cover material ready for use

• Filling up watercart and parking it at the disposal area

• Inspecting and parking up suitable machinery to be used for the operation

• Ensure all personnel is wearing appropriate PPE  

• Review forecasted weather to ensure there are no high wind events forecasted

Asbestos Waste Handling Operations Team

Receive confirmation from Weighbridge Attendant of accepted load 

Asbestos Waste Handling Operations Team

Appropriate offloading, handling and placing of asbestos waste

Asbestos Waste Handling Operations Team

Place 0.3 m of Coversoil over the waste

Asbestos Waste Handling Operations Team

Record GPS location of asbestos loads

Asbestos Waste Handling Operations Team

Undertake Monthly Air Monitoring of disposal perimeter 
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Licence Amendment – Asbestos Management Process Controls  

•Regulated by the Victorian EPA

•Vehicles must be licensed by EPA Victoria 
for transporting Reportable Priority Waste

•Specific requirements are imposed on the 
transporter (Sealed bin, tailgate or tray of 
truck with locks and Load covers (tarps))

•Each load of waste removed from site and 
carted to a licensed landfill is tracked via 
the EPA Waste Tracker system

•Each ‘job’ is reviewed and pre-approved

•A unique job code is allocated to each project

•Loads without unique code are turned away

•Loads will be inspected at the weighbridge 

•If tear is identified customer will be asked to 

rectify or operations will assist by spraying the 

load or covering it with Coversoil 

•Regulated by WorkSafe Victoria 

•WorkSafe is required to undertake a 

detailed review of company history, 

experience, and personnel experience and 

capability prior to the issuing of a licence

•WorkSafe conducts an interview with the 

company to review these details and 

approve their licence application

•Contractor must have a licence 

•Pre-load acceptance activities (daily cover 
stockpile, watercart, review wind forecast)

•GPS recording of each load

•Placement of 300 mm cover

•Monthly air monitoring conducted around 
the asbestos disposal area. 

•Engineered Landfill Cell (includes leachate 
collection system) 

•Area will be bunded to contain any captured 
stormwater 

MRL 
Landfilling

Internal 
Controls

Loading

External
Controls

Transporting

External 
Controls

MRL

Acceptance

Internal
Controls
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Licence Amendment – Asbestos Management

Questions?
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EPA Application– Screening, Crushing and Reusing 
• The Melbourne Regional Landfill is able to lawfully receive and landfill PFAS Impacted Soil such as the excavated Westgate 

Tunnel Soil and Rock with the accompanying EPA classification letter. 

• The receival and disposal of the soil containing rock has the potential to damage our plant and equipment which is 

designed to handle predominantly household and commercial waste.

• Currently the below material is being landfilled.

• Cleanaway is seeking to:

• Screen and crush rock (to avoid equipment damage and roll overs)

• Reuse the crushed rock in our landfill cell haul roads only (where reuse criteria is met)
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EPA Interim Statement – PFAS Impacted Soil Reuse Criteria
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EPA Application– Screening, Crushing and Reusing 

Cleanaway is preparing an application seeking approval for:

Temporary Stockpiling 

Temporary Stockpiling NPI Soil and Rock in a bunded area on top of lined operating landfill 

cells 

Undertaking analytical sampling and verification 

Analytical sampling and verification of the NPI Soil and Rock to confirm it meets the reuse 

criteria for PFAS impacted materials as specified in EPA Publication 1669.5. Undertaken by 

a third-party consultant 

Screening and Crushing

Screening and crushing the NPI Soil and Rock to separate the soil and rock fractions 

Reusing the NPI soil as daily cover

Reusing the NPI soil as daily cover. Noting that in accordance with EPA Classification 

2019/364 (Condition 6.5) that material received under the classification can be reused for 

daily cover  

Reusing rock on Lined Cell Haul roads

If reuse Criteria is met the crushed rock will be reused for trafficable surfaces in lined cells 

only (such as tipping pads and haul roads). If not, the material will be landfilled. 
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EPA Application– Screening, Crushing and Reusing 

The below table outlines the potential risks identified and how they will be controlled:

Please raise any concerns/perceived risks not listed above to be discussed.

Potential Risk Control 

Impacts to groundwater Soils bunding  and a  highly engineered lined landfill cell, Reuse only in landfill 
cells.

Impacts to surface water Soils bunding  and a  highly engineered lined landfill cell, Reuse only in landfill 
cells.

Dust Pre – weather monitoring will be undertaken.
Wetting down of the material.
Visual monitoring during crushing – operator observations 
Episodic rather than continuous operation – crushing will NOT take place if winds 
speeds are high or very hot days as likely to generate excessive dust.

Noise No crushing outside of daytime operations.

Material Tracking A robust tracking system will be in place – source acceptance through the enviro 
team – weighbridge check, batched up and sampling verification all tracked and 
recorded. 
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EPA Application– Screening, Crushing and Reusing 

Questions?



Section 3 
Community Engagement  



Community Information Webinars:
Thursday 18 November – 2pm to 3pm OR 7pm to 8pm
Friday 19 November – 11am to 12pm
Wednesday 1 December – 12pm to 1pm OR 7pm to 8pm
Thursday 2 December – 12pm to 1pm

Letter drop - distribution scheduled to 45,000 households

Social media campaign – targeting local areas to increase community 
awareness and promote registrations for Webinars

Briefings for Melton and Brimbank Councils and Cleanaway’s Community 
Reference Group (MRLCRG)

QAs publicly available on website- https://www.cleanaway.com.au/melbourne-
regional-landfill-mrl/

|  2424

https://www.cleanaway.com.au/melbourne-regional-landfill-mrl/
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MRL Community Fund –$50,000 Round 3 Recipients

1. Caroline Chisholm Society - supports women experiencing family violence and children at risk 
of neglect or homelessness due to child protection violations.

2. Western Emergency Relief Network (WERN) - a community aid program run by Rotary Clubs 
across the West of Melbourne, collects and redistributes second-hand furniture, bedding, 
electrical and whitegoods to assist refugees, victims of domestic violence, homelessness and 
mental health.

3. Caroline Springs Community Garden - local residents groups will convert a barren plot of land 
in Caroline Springs into a Community Garden and provide educational workshops on planting, 
composting, garden and greenhouse construction.

4. Hillside Football Club – funding will subsidise purchase of uniforms for two new female teams 
in 2022 and encourage more female participation and development in AFL football. 

5. Lions Club Taylors Lakes – funding for new Community Garden in Taylors Lakes to be 
constructed by locals to learn about local fauna, planting and sustainable horticulture. 

6. Refugee Migrant Children Centre – education program for teachers to help engage with 
recently resettled refugees, migrants and asylum seeker children aged 5-7 years.

7. Western Region Football League – Multicultural Development Hub targeting Vietnamese,
Chinese, Maltese and Indian youth aged 10-16 to join AFL football. The program will replicate
a successful multi-cultural AFL program rolled out in the City of Greater Dandenong.


