
Applicant obtains 
development approval 
for Schedule 1 activity 

(Environment Protection 
Act, 1993)

EPA LICENCING PROCESS AND COMMUNITY SUBMISSION 
OPPORTUNITIES

Application for a licence 
is submitted for an 

Activity of Environmental 
Significance (schedule 1). 
S36 of the Environment 

Protection Act, 1993

Public notification is 
made by the EPA and 

PUBLIC submissions are 
called for.

S39 of the EP Act

Submissions are received 
and are taken into 

consideration when 
forming the licence

Licence conditions are 
established using 

standard (S) and Unique 
(U) conditions.

U conditions are site or 
process specific

Licence is granted for 
specified period.  

1 – 10 years

Companies are required 
to submit annual returns.  
Licence may also require 

monitoring and 
Environment 

Improvement programs

Ongoing maintenance by 
EPA including compliance 
inspections, monitoring 

and assessment of 
environmental 
performance

Compliance issues, 
process changes or other 

issues may require 
alteration to licences.

S46 of the EP Act

If relaxation of licence 
conditions occurs, public 

must be notified.  If 
strengthening, public 

notification not required.
Call for submissions

Renewal Process
Where conditions are 

being relaxed.
A relaxation means that 

the new condition 
reduces an obligation on 

the licensee.

Surrender 
Transfer

Cancelation
Expiry

Opportunity for 
community input 

legislated

Opportunity for 
community input 
Licensee driven

Legislated process 
under the EP Act

New Licence Applications

New Licence ApplicationsAllExisting Licence Holders

Existing Licence Holders

Community submissions are taken into 
consideration during the licensing 

process. 

The final licence will be issued reflecting 
the requirements of the legislation, 

scientific data and community input.  
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